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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     Because of the influence upon His Jewish brethren Jesus spoke of alms as righteousness in His teachings. Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men, to be seen of them: else ye have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.  When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, they have received their reward. (Matt 6:1-2) 


     It was the prayers and alms of Cornelius that went up as a memorial to God that the gospel was for all men. (Acts 10:4)


     I believe that a careful study of the acts of almsgiving found in the early church were individuals giving to individuals in need and not a church treasury. Such actions stemmed from mutual love of Jesus and a common faith in God.  


     The fact that many early Christians were influenced by the scribes and Pharisees prompted Jesus to say, except your righteousness shall exceed (the righteousness) of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. (Matt 5:20)


   Almsgiving is as much an act or righteousness today as in the early church but Jesus gives stern warning that it be done to the glory of the Father and not the praise of men.


Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men, to be seen of them: else ye have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.


(Matt 6:1)


     May all that we do be done in the name of the Father.





		Joe Phillips
























































Jesus plainly stated his mission in Luke 19:10:  “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  He ministered to the temporal needs of many, but this was never his mission.





Since seeking and saving the lost was his mission, there is no record of His seeking the hungry or sick or handicapped.  Those he served were those who came to him or those he saw “as he passed by” (Jn. 9:1).  He stilled tempests, but He was not a storm chaser.





Since seeking and saving the lost was His mission, He did not allow anything to distract him.  Early one morning after a day of healing, “the crowd sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from leaving them; but He said to them, “‘I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also,  because for this purpose I have been sent.’”  (Luke 4:42-43).





Since seeking and saving the lost was his mission, He did not publicize His social service.  In fact, more than once after a healing, “He commanded them that they should tell no one” (Mk. 7:36, also 1:44; 3:12; 5:43).





Since seeking the lost was his mission, He taught all who would listen in the places He visited, but He did not heal all who were sick (Mk. 6:5-6).





Since seeking and saving the lost was his mission, He refused to feed those whose only interest was in “the food that perishes” but had no interest in the “living bread” (Jn. 6:26-66).








 “The poor you have always with you” (John 12:8).  Many will be cared for, however, just as they were in the days of Jesus, not by organized group activity but by Christ-like individuals who, as they have opportunity, will “do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10).  Local churches were organized by the Lord “for the equipping of the saints 


for the work of ministry for the 


edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:12-13).





When saints begin to attain “to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” they will do as Christ did.  This is essential to Christlikeness; it is pure religion (Jas. 1:27).  But, as was true of Jesus, it is not our mission to wipe out poverty or sickness; our mission, like His, is “to seek and save the lost.”  And may we be as focused as He was on the accomplishment of this mission, while not failing to reach a helping hand to those we meet who need physical assistance!


___________________________





Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.  Neither do (men) light a lamp, and put it under the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the house.   Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.


(Matt 5:14-16)


_________________________





And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 


(Luke 5:31)





The Mission of Jesus


By Sewell Hall








Since seeking and saving the lost was His mission, He did not provide for healing or feeding anyone in future ages.





Since seeking and saving the lost was His mission, He did not set up a fund or seek financial assistance from others to do His healing and feeding work.





Since seeking and saving the lost was His mission, He did not form some kind of foundation or establish some kind of institution for social work in the future.





Christ’s mission to earth was not intended to leave mankind with a higher standard of living or longer life expectance; if so he completely failed.  Rather he left mankind with the gospel, “the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16).  This, He commissioned to be taken to “all the nations” and preached “till the end of the age” (Matt. 28:18-20).  In the salvation of mankind through the gospel His mission would be accomplished and “all nations be blessed” (Gen. 18:18).





Since seeking the lost was His mission, the one thing He did establish was “the church of the living God” and its mission is to be “the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).  He did not commission it to engage in general social work at home or abroad.  Its mission is primarily spiritual, a mirror of His own mission. Worldly people are not impressed with such a mission, but the goal of Jesus was not to impress the worlds but to save it.





But what about poor, sick, and oppressed people in the world?  Not all will be cared for, even as Jesus foresaw when he said,





Almsgiving and Righteousness


Cornelius, A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always (.Acts 10:1-2)





     When we think of helping someone in need we do so with the idea of “benevolence” but from its Greek root this is a misuse of the word. From the Greek “eunais” is “good will” and from “opheilo” is “due” and refers to the wife’s due in relation to the marriage commitment. (I Cor. 7: 3)  In (Eph 6:7) it is used in reference to service to God. 


     What we really mean is almsgiving and although the bible does not say a great deal about the matter it does have some important things to say. 


     From the beginning of the Law God made provisions for the needy. And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field; neither shalt thou gather the gleaning of thy harvest.  And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather the fallen fruit of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am Jehovah your God. (Lev 19:9)


The Israelites were not given to begging and to be reduced to soliciting alms was regarded as a curse from God. Judaism gave no encouragement to begging but this provision from God made it unnecessary. 


The Israelites took this so seriously that almsgiving became synonymous with “righteousness” and with passages	 like (Prov. 14:21; 19:17) (Dan. 4:27) the notion developed, that almsgiving had the power to atone for the givers’ sins. Paul states that this is not so (Rom. 3:5). On the other hand giving alms is doing what is right and God provides us means for doing so. (Eph. 4:28) 			Cont on Page 3
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





_ Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack 


recovering from shoulder surgery. Joyce has back


 problems;  Elaine Clem; Mrs. Alice Frasier; 


Chris Jackson; David Nash; Collins Boakye;


Emily Clark’s Grandmother has cancer. Valerie 


McClendon recovering from surgery; 


Liz Jackson out sick several weeks.


Steve Huff’s mother diagnosed with cancer. 


 Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, while


 they long to be at services, they can not. 


Susan Bisbing’s mother has cancer; Mark  


Robinson’s Mother had surgery for cancer.


Remember those who are traveling. Pray for all


of our babies; Expecting mothers:  Kelly Craven


Marla Jones;   


______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Zach Adams


 Song Leader----Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Ross Statham


   Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman 


   Asst. 2-----Bill Scott


   Asst. 3-----Donny Gilbert


   Asst. 4-----Tony Waite


   Asst. 5-----Joey Jackson


2nd Prayer---Ken Gay


Read Scripture--- Gary Humfleet


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Randal Rogers 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Clay Bowman


Song Leader---Anthony Lynch


2nd Prayer---Roger Pink


Read Scripture---Larry Coots


Sermon--------Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Ross Statham


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Matt Jones


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Adam Kreis


 Closing Prayer---Bill Scott





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














